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36: e the closing hours off (.‘nllgrces. anllint; or ineongruities, no part ni" this jumbling in the evening of the last day of the session. ymoss of business waos despatelied afier 1 It I» notarione, in point of faet, that nothing
‘;.__,-'mﬂ" bl pigged unheeded, nothing was overlooked, | together of distinet and different suhjects, | Unusual, unprecedonted, extrnoridinary, ne | enme from the eommittecs, ond before the [is more cornmon then for both Houses to it
e S - | nothing forgutten, and nothing slighted, ;

SPEECIH OF MR. WEBSTER,

In the Senateof the United States, January 14, on
Mr. Benton's resolation for appropriating the
Surplus Rovents to National Defence
1t is not my purpose, My President, 1o

make nny remarks on the state of our af-
fhirs  with France,  The time for that

And now, gie, I would procecd imme-
diately to give the history of the Fortifica-
tion bill, it" it wire not necessary, as intro-
ductory to that history, and ns showing the
cireunstances  under which  the Senote
wis called on to transact the pablie busi-
ness, firsst to reter to another bill swhich
wius belore us, and to the proecedings

discussion hns not cotne, and T waitk We|
are in deily expectation of o comminion- |
tion from the President, which will give us
light; and we are authorized to expecta
recommicndation by him of sueh thoasures
as he thinks it mny be necessary and proper
for Congressto mdopt. 1 do not anticipate
him. 1 do not forerun him.  Tn this most
important nmil delicate business, it is the
propor dury of the Execuiive 1o go torward, |
nud I, for ove, do not intend eithor to be)
drawn or dviven into the lead,  When
official information ghall be before us, and |
when mensures shall be  recommaonded |
npon the proper respousibility, 1 sholl en- |
deavor to form the best judgmient 1 ean,
nnd shall act acoording to its dictutes, I
1 rise now, for anuther purpose. ‘This
resolution hins drawn on a debate upon the
general contduct of the Sennte during the
t'mt session of Congress, anil u-xput.‘iully in
regard to the proposed grant of' the three
wiillions to the President an the lust night
of the session. My main object is to tell
the story of this transaction, and ro exhibit
the conduet of the Senate fairly to the
public view, T owe thisduty to the Sen-
ote. 1 owe it to the committes with which
1 am connected; and althongh what is per-
ronal toan andividunl 18 generally of 100

which were had upon it

Itis well known, sir, that the annual
appropriation bille always uri;;inutu in the
House of Representatives, I'lis

to see such a bill first brought forward in
the Senate. It is also well known, sir,
that it bag been usuul, lheretofore, to make
tha annual ngpmprinlinns for the Military
Acndemy at West point in the general bill,
which provides for the pny and support
of the army. Dut last year, the army bill
did not contain uny nppropristion whatever
for the support off West Point. I wok no-
tice of this singular omission when the bill

was betore the Senate, but presumed, omd | the Fortifieation

imdeed understood, that the House woulid
aeil

Academy. The army bill; therefore, pass-

{ed; but no bill for the Academy at West

Pointappeared,  We waited for it from dny
to day, andd from week 1o week, but waited
in vain. At length, the time for sending
bills from one House to the other, accord-
ing to the joint rules of the two Houses,
expired; and no bill had  mwde s appear-

are sometimes suspended on the applien-
tion of one House 1o the other, in favor of
particular bills whose progross lins been

was, in the slightest degree, occusioned by | it obviously s, on the fiee of ity the manner
any thing dene, or omitted tofbhe done, on | of presenting it was still moro extroording.
the part of the Senate,« Their proceedings vy, The President lind asked for no suel
waore all regular; their decigsion prompt, | geant of money 3 no Department had ree-
theie despateh of the public business eor- | ommended it 5 no estimnte had suggesied i

i %0
much the course, that no one ever looks!

us o sepurate bill for the Military | heon lamented like the lost Pleind

| there wero
ance for the support of the Military Acud- | const, either not provided for at all, or not
emy, Uhese joint rules, ns is well known, adequately provided for by this hill.  The
| whole amount of its npproprintions was
[ 400,000 oF 430,000 dollars.

rect nnd sensonable,
of disorganization, nothing of procrastinn-
tion, nothing evineive of n temper to em-
bareass or oustruet the public business, 1
the history which I have now trily given
shows that one thing was amended by
another, which had no gort of connexion
with ity that unusoal expedients were ro-
sorted to, and that the Inws, ingtend of
Lnrrangement amd symmetry, exhibit anom-
aly, coufusion, amd the most grotesgie
| ussociations, it is, nevertheless true, that no
part of all thin wns mndo necessary by us,

| We devinted from the acenstomed mode
| of legislation only when we were supplica-
| tedl to do so,in onder o supply bold and
glaring deficiencies in measures  which
i were hefore ns, -
But now, Mr President, lot me come to
Il the lost bill, which
not unly now, bt ona graver oecugion, hue

This bill, sir, eame from the House of
dRepresentatives o the Benate, in the usual
way, anil was referred to the Committee
on Fiunnee,  lts appeopriations were not
large.  Tudeed, they appeared to the com-
mittee to be quite too small, It struek a
wnjority, of the committee at once that
several} lortifications on the

It contninod

no  grant of three millions, and ift the

There was nothing | no renson whatever was given lor it

No
emergency had bappened, aud nothing new
hud occurred 5 every thing known to the
ndministration at that hour respecting our
fareign relations, had certainly Leen known
to it tor days and for weeks.

With what propriety then coulld the
Senate be enliod on o sanetion a proceed-
ing 80 outirely irregular and anomalons ?-
Sir, I recollect the ocomrences of the mo-
ment yory woell, and T remeniber the im-
preasion which thils vote seemed to mnleo
all round ¢hie Bennte,
ot of Exoeutive gession 3 tho doors were
just opened; nnd 1 hiardly remeinber
whether there was n sicgle speetator in the
hinll or the galleries, had been ot the
Clork’s table and had not renchod my soat
when the message waos read.  All the Sen-
ntors wore in tho ehnmber, T heard the
messnge, certainly with great surprise and
astonishment; and 1 bnedintely  moved
the Senate to disagree to this vote of the
Honse, My relation to the snbject, in con-
sequence of my connexion with the Com-
mittee on Fipanee, made it my duty o
propose somoe conrse, and I hond not o mo-
ment’s doubt or hesitation what that course
ought to be.
the responsibility of moving that the Sen-
ate should disagres to this vote, and I now
neknowledge that responsibility. T might
be presmmptuons to sy that ook a lead-
ing purt, hut T eertainly took an early part,
adoeided purt, and an enmest part, in re-

We bad just como |

I ok upon myself then, &, |

adjournment ol the Sennte.  Having made
the report, sir, 1 hive no doubt that both
Y Houses would concur inthe result of the
canferchere, ot looked every moment for
the officer of the House bringing the bill.
He did not come, however, and I proity
soon lonrned that there was doubt whether
the c¢ommittes on the part of the House
would report to the House the agreéement
of the conferees, At firsgty 1 did not ot all
eredit thigy  but was confirmed by ong
communiention after nnother, until 1 was
obliged to think it true.  Seving that the
Lill wns thus in danger of being lost, ol
imending ot any rate thnt no bhlnme should
fustly attheh to the Bennte, |1 ilnllu_»c!iu[ply
moved the following sesolution :

# Reaolved, Thut a messnge be sent 1o
the honorahle the House of Representaives
respectiully to remimd the House of the
roport of the commitiee of conlirence ap-
wointed on the disagreeing votes of the two

fouses on the amendment of the House to
the amendment of the Senate to the Lill
respeating the fortiticating of the United
States.”

You recolleet this resolution, sir, having,
nsl well remember, tken some part on the
ocension,®

This rvesolution was promptly poesod ;
the Secretary earvied it to the house and
delivered it.  What was done in the House
on the receipt of this message now appents
fram the printed journal. 1 have no wish
to comment on the proceedings there re-
corded ; all may read them, and each be
able to form his own opinion,  Suffice it to

|

Inter thsn 12 o’clock, for the porpoze o come
pleting meusuive which nre iy the lasg slages
of their progrees,  Amendments are proposed
ahd pgreed to, bills passed, enrolled bills sign.
ed by the prusiding officers, and other Inpor-
tunt legislutive nets performed olten ot 2 or 3
o'clock in the morping.  All this is very waell
known o gentlomen who have been for any
canvidernble time members ofConpress, And
all Presidents huve signed bills, and have also
miude nominstions to the Senate, without ob-
jection os to tme, whenover bills have been
presanted for signature, or whenovor it became
necessary to muko nominations to the Sunlt!,
atany time during the svssion of the respective
ITousus on that dny,

Aund all this, sir, [ suppose to be perl'ecﬂy
right, eorreet and legal. There i mo elause
of the Conatitution, nor is thergaany law, which
deelures thnt the termn of office of membera of
| the Touse of Repreventatives shall expire at

12 o'clock at night on the 3dof March,  They
ure to hold for two yoars, but the precise hour
for the eommencement of the term of two
yeors is nowhere fixed by constitutional or le.
gal provision, It line boun established by u.
sage and by inference, and very properly es.
tablished, thut, siticr the first Congress come
menaed its existence on the first Wednesday
in March, 1789, which happened 1o be the dth
ilny of that month, theretore, the 4th of March
is the day of the commencoment of each suce
censive term, but no hour is fized by law to
practice, ‘Tlie true rule is, ag I think, most
unduubtedly that the session holden on the last
day constitntes the last day, for all legislative
and legal purposes.  While the session come
menoed on that day continues, the day itself
continues, necording to the established peace
tiee both of legislative and judicial bodise —

soy that the House of Repregentatives, hav-
ing then possession of the billy ehiose to re-

This eavld not well boe otherwise. I the pro-

cise moment of actual time were to settle sueh

little importance to be made the subject of
muely vemaork, I hope T may be permitted
o say that, ino matter, in regard to which
there hos heen so mitiel misce presentation,
I wish to gny a few words for the snke of

' tain thnt poss
unexpectedly delayed, but which the public | Senate had passed it the very day it eame ' :
interest requires 10 be passed.  But the | from the House, uot only “wonld there
House of Representatives sent us no re- | have been no approprintion of  the three

quest to suspend the rules in favor of a | wiillions, but, sir, none of’ these other sums

ssion, "'.“l [,..‘-:\r “m.'"l -m|g, muttir, it waluld Le material to ask, who
the repert of the committes.  "The bill was | ghall setile the time 7 Shall it be dons by
therefore lost. It was lost in the House of | pubiie suthority, or ghall every man ohserve
Ropresentatives.  Todied there, and there | the tick of his uwn wateh 7 11 absolute time

jeeting this hroad grant of three millions of'l
dollurs  without Limitation of purpose or
specification off ohject; ealled for i_-_v ne |
. recormmoendation; fonnded on no estimate, | e pomnins are to by found.

Lill for the support of the Military Aeade-
defending my own reputation, ! my, nor lumL» any other proposition to
This vote for the three millions was save the Institution fiom immedinte dis- |
proposed by the House of Representatives | solution. Notwithstanding  all the talk
as an amendment (o the fortification billy about o war, and the necessity of a vote
and the loss of that Lill, three millions and | for the three millions, the Military Acade- ]
nll, is the charge which has been mude | my, an institution chierished so long, and at
upon the Senate, sounidled over all the land, | g0 much exjpiense, was on the very point of'|
atl now ngain renewed. 1 propose to give | being entirely broken up.
the true himtory of this bill, its origin, ita| Now it so happened, sir, that at this time
progress, and its loss, there wos another approprintion bill which
Before attempting that, however, let me hnd com from the House of Representa-
remark, for it 18 worthy to be remarked, | tives, and was before the Committee on
and remembered, Jhat the business brought | Finance here.  This biil was entitled “ An
before the Senate lust session, ianﬂnul aet making uppropriations for the eivil and
and various o= it wus, and hoth public and | diplomatic expenses of the Government for
private, was all gone through, with most | the year 1845,
uncommon  despateh and  promptitnde, In this state of things, several membors
No sescion has witnessed a more complete | of the House of Representutives applied
elearing ofl’ and finishing of the subjects | to the commitice, and besought us to save
before ug.  The comtaunications from the | the Aeademy by annexing the necessary
other House, whether bills or whutover approprintions for its support to the bill for
else, were especially attended to in proper civiland diploinatic service.  We spoke to
meason, and with that ready respeet which | them, in reply, of the untitness, the irregu-
indue from one Houso to the other. 1| lavity the incongruity, of this forced union
recollect  nothing  of  any  importance | of such dissimnilor subjects; but they told
which eame tous from the House of Rep- | us it was a case of nbsolute necessity, and
resentatives,  which was here negleeted, | that, without resorting to this mode, the
overlooked, or disregarded. approprintion could not got through, We
On the other hond, it wae the misfortune | nequicsced,, sir, in these suggestions,  Weo
af the Sennte, nnd, as 1 hink, the misfor- | went ont of our way. We agreed to do an
tune of the country, that, owing to the | extraordinary sud an irregular thing, i
stute of husiness in the Houso of R jiresen- | order tosave the public business from mis-
wiives towards the close of the session, | earvinge. Dy divecrion of the eommittee,
governl measures which bud  been matored | T moved the Senate to add an appropria-
inthe Sennte, and passed into bills, did | tion for the Militury Academny to the bill
ant reccive attention, 2o 68 to be |-ilhr-r]_fur definying civil and diplomatie expenses,
agrecd to orrejected, inthe other branch Thebill was so amended;and in this form
of the Legislature.  They fell of course | the appropriation was finally made.

which the Senate did insert in the bill,
Others, besides ourselves, saw the deficien-
aies of this bill, We bad connnunications
with and f¥om the Dopartments, and we
inserted in the il every thing which any
Department recommended to ug.

We ook eare to be sure that nothing
clse was coming,  And we then repor-
ted the bill to the Senate with our proposed
amendwents,  Among these amendments,
there wag o sum of 275000 for Custle
Tuland, in Bogton, 100,000 for defences in
Maryland, and so forth.  These amend-
ments were ngreed to by the Senate, and
one or two others added, on the motion of
members; and the hill, being thus nmended,
was returned to the House, 1

Anil now, Sir, it becomes important to ask
when was this bill, thus amended, retuoed
to the Houwse of Representives? Was it
|l||||u|r detnined here, o that the House
was ohliged afterwards to net upon it suil-
denly?  This question is material to be
asked, and materinl to be answered, too,
aud the Jouwrmul does satisthctorily nnswor
it; for itappears by the Journal that tho bill
was retirned to the House of Representn-
tives on Tuesday, the 24th of Pebuary, one
whale week before the close of the segsion,
And from Tuesday, the 24th of February, to
Tuesday, the 3d day of Mareh, we heard
not one word from this bill.  Tuesiday, the
3d day of March, was, of conrse, the last
day of the session,  We assembled here ar

Al . No opportuni-
made vecessary by no state of things which [ty \was wiven to the members of the House
was mnde known to us,  Cerwinly, sir, 110 decide whether they would agree to the
tovk a part in its rejection 5 snd I stand roport of the two conimittecs or not. From
here in'my place in the Senate to-day 10 {4 quurier past eleven when the report was
defend the part go taken by me s or father, {ygraed to, until two or thiree o'clock in the
sir, I diselaim ol defence, and all oceasion | yopping, the House remained in session.
of defenee, and I assert it is ag meritorious ([ If st any time there was not a quonim of
1o have been nmong those who “"}"—'5“"1- n Lmlrmlwi-s present, the attendence of a quo-
the earlicst moment, this extraordivary de- v we are to presume, might have been
parture from all seuled uﬁﬂ:.:f“_ﬂ!“l us 1) commanderd, as there was undoubtedly a
think, from plinin constitutional injunction | great majority of the wembers still in the
thig indefinite yoling of' a vast stim of mo- | gjpy.

ney, to mere exceutive diseretion, Without | jy¢ now, sir. there is one other transae-
limit nssigned, without ohjeet  specified, | ion ofthe evening, which 1 feel hound to
withomt peason given, and without the least ' state, beeanze T think it fguiite important, on
control under heaven. . Esu\-vrul neconnts that it should be known,
S, T o il that in opposing this me, A nomination was pending before the
I spoke with warmth, and [ snppose 1 may | Sepata for o Judge of the Supreme Court.
hase dwae so. 3 T did, it was o wavmth | Iy the course of the sitting that noming-
springing {rom as honest & eonviction of| gop was called up, and on motion, was in-
duty o ever influenced a public man. It gognitely postponed,  In other words, it
was gpontnneons, unaflected,  sincerei— | g pejdeted, for nn indefinite postpotinient
There had been among us, sir, no consul- | 4 pejeetion.
tation, no concert.  There conuld hinve heen
none. Between the veading ofthe message
wd my motion to disagree, there was not
time enough for any two members of the
Senate (o l'\l'hun;:l' five wnrd.‘ on the sub-

The office, of colirse, re-
muined yaeant, and the nomination of an-
[ other person to fill it becnme necessary,
The President of the United Btates wus
then in the Copitol, as is usual, on the eve-
ning of the last doy of the session, in the

ousin its precedent 3 us wholly unnecessary
und as vieluting the llluin intention, it not
the express words of the constitution, B

cumstanees, it Lins bheon usial for the 'pe-
sident immedintely to transmit a new nom-
instion to the Senate ; otherwise the office

1000r 11 o'elock in the morning of that day,

fore the Senate, then, I avowedl, and before

must remain voennt il the next session, as |

I8 to furnish & precise rule, the excets of
mitute, it is obvious, would be as fatul as (e
cxcess of an hour,  Sir, no bodies, judicial or
leginlative, have ever heen o hypercritical, so
astute to no purpose, ko much more nice than
wisr, h8 to govern themsclves by any such
idens, ‘The session tor the day, at whalever
hour it commences, or at whatever hour it
brenks up, is the legislative doy.  Every thin
has reference to the commencement of that di-
nronl seesion,  For instance, this ia the 14th
dny of Jununry 3 we assembled here to-day at
12 o'clock 3 our journal is dated Jan, 14th,
and if we shonld remain here until 5 o'clock
to-moarrow morming (and the Senate has some-
times £at #o late) our procecdings would still
all bear date of the 14th of Jan.; they would
he go stated vpon the jowrnal, and the journal
ia n record, and i# a conclusive record #o far an
reapects the proceedings of the body,
It is 0 in judiginl procecdings, If a man
! was on trial Tor his life, at a late hour on tha
lust day allowed by law for the holding ol the
eourt, and the jury acquitted him, but hapren-
ed to remain go long in deliberation that they
did not bring in their vordigt till sfler 12 o'-
clnck, is it all to be held for naughty, and the
man tried over again ?  Areall verdicts, judg-
]mm! s, and ordera of courts, null and vad, if
| maie after midnight, on the day which the

g T X st ' 3 : law preserihes as the last day 7 It would be
cet. The proposition was  sudden and | ¢ o

J ar ST E\ | ol 1 ..‘,.'.;,,.{i g Chinnber assigned to him, and with the ensy 1o show by authority, it autherity eould
periectly _‘ 'I‘ Nty gl iey “’-1 o 1- A | ]il‘ﬂ.ll‘:‘-' "i. Departmonts wround lim. W I|g-n| o wanted for a thing, (lie reazon of which is
regulnr as dungerons in itself, and danger- |y oinations are rejected under thess ejp-|

7o clear, thot the duy Iasts while the duily sea-
sion laste,  When the aourt or 1he k-gl'is!lh\ 0
'lhm]_\' udjuurns for that day, the day 18 over,
uwnd nnt belore,

1 am told, indeed, sir, that, it is troe that on

and sat until theee in the ll!'llt“rlltli::lll‘I and still | ihe country, 1 now avow my part in this
we wire not informed whether the Houge Loppesition,  Whatsoever is to fill on thos:
huel finally passed the bill.  As it was an | whe sanctioned ity of that let e have my

the vacancy in such cose hns not happened | this same 3d day of March last, not only were
in the recess of Congress.  The vote of the | other things transacted, but that the bill for
Senate, indefinitely postponing this nomi- | 1he repair of the Cumberland road, an impor.

by the termination of the session. _

Among these measnres may be mention-
el the following, viz:

The Post Office Reform Qill, which pass-
ed the Senate unanimously, nod of the
necessity for which the whole country
isnow most abundantly satistied.

The Custom Honse Regilalions Bill,
which nlso passed nearly unanimously, nf-
ter a very laborious prepaention by the
Committee on Commereo, and o full dis-
cussion in the Senate, ‘

The Judiciary Bill, passed here by al
majority of thirty-one to five, and which |
has agnin nlready  possed the Senate ot
this session with only a single disseoting
vote.

But this was not all, "T'his bill for the eivil
anil diplomatie service being thus amended,
by tacking the Militury Academy upon it,
was sent back by us o the House of Rep-
resentutives, where s length of il was
to be atill wmueh further inereased.  That
House hud hefore it several subjects for
provigion, and for appropristion, npon
which it had oot passed any bill, belore
the time for passing bills 10 be seot o the
Senate hod elapsed. It wos anxious that
these things should, in gome way, be pro-
vided for; and when the diplomuatic bill

important matter, and belonging 1o thnt
part of the publiec business which usually
receives particular attention from the Con-
miitee on Finanee, 1 bore the sulijectin my |
mind, and felt some =olicitude abour it see-
ing that the session wos drawing 2o near to
nclose, I ook it for grontel, lowever, ns
I had not heard any thing to the contrary,
that the amendiments of the Senate wonld
not he objeeted to, and that when a eonven-
ient time should arvive for tuking up the bill
in the Touse, it would be possed ut onee
into o Juw, snd we shiould hear no more

enme back, deawing the Militiry Academy
after in, it was thouglht pradent 1o attueh to
it yvarious of these other provisions, There
were propositions to pave stiects in the

abont it.  Not the slight st intimation was
| given, either that the Executive wished tor
{any larger appropriation, op that it wis in-
| tendedd in the Houso to usert such larger
| appropriation.  Not asyllahle eseaped from

The Bill Indemnifying Claimants for eity of _\\'n*lnill;;lnn. o |'i:|1ui!' lhl:- Capitel, | uny body, and came 10 ooy knowledge, that
wnd various othes things, which it was ne- any further alteration whatever was inten-

French spoilations before 1500,

The bill vegulating the deposite af the |
public meneye in the Deposite ;Ifmks.

The bill respecting the tenure of cerlain |

cossary to provide  forg and they, thereliore,
were put auto the same bill by way off
amendiment 1o an amendment; that s o

aflices, end the pawer of removal framqfiice; | sbY, My President, we had been |1r_|.-\ui||-rl
which ling now ngain pussed to be engross- | on o amend their bill for defiaying the

ded in the hill.

At 3a'elock in the afternoon of the Sl of |
Mareh, the Benate took its recess, as is usual
in that period of tho session, until 5, we'
ngnin Il"‘.'-!'lllll’l'll, and proed oded winh llll!

(it black Hines, or red lines, or uny lines s it

ed, in the Senate, by o decisive mujority.

satury of onr ministers  abroad, hy ml:lin:.rI Lusiness of the Senate until ¥ o'élogk in

All thess jrpportant measures, mutured @i approprintion for the Militury Academy; | the evening, and, a2 o'slock in tha evening,

andd passed in the Senate in the cotirse of
the session, and many others whose inipo

tance was less, were sent to the House of'| 1ty 68 1t was to the original bill.  "Theve was | House of Representatives hind

Representatives, and we never leard nn.\'i

thing more from them.  They there £ und |
their graves, |

Itis worthy of being remnrked, alo,
that the attendunce of members of the
Sennte wis remarkably full, particularly
roward the end of the session.  On the
Inat dlay every Senator wns in his place till |
very near the honr of adjormment, as the
journal will show, Wo had no breaking
up for want ol a ¢uoraing no rlc.-]ny. no

and they proposad to smend this our amend. l
ment, by sdding to it mnter o8 germain 1o !

also the President’s gardener,  His salary |
wits unprovided fors and there wis no way
of remedying this important omission, but
by giving hit plage in the diplomatic ser- |
vice bill, among charges 4" afinires, envoys ||
extraordinary,  ministers  plenipotentiary, |
In wod among these ranks, therelore, he
was formnlly introduced by the amendment
of the House, and there he now stnds,
ilts you will veadily see by tuming 1o the
Ay .

nnd not betore, the Clerk of the House ap-
peaved ot aur doar, nnd announeed that the
disagreed o
one of the Senute's amendments, clgreﬂl to

|trl|wr:a; and ta two of these amendments,

viz, tho dthand Sthy, it had agreed, with an
amendment of its own.

Now, sir, these dth and 5t amendments
of ours were, one, a vote of 875,000 for the
eastle in Boston harbor, nnd the other,
vite of ®100,000 for certain defencea in
Marviamd.,  And what, sir, was the addition
which the House of Represontatives pro-
posed to mnke, by way of Yaniendment'" 10

calls of the Sennte; nothing which was
made necessary by the negligenee or inat- |
tantion of the members of this hody, On
the vote for tho threo millions of dollnrs, |
which was thken at about eight o clock in
the evening, forty-uight votes weae ;;i\'u.-u'
cvery "“\mi"fr of the Seuate belog in his |
ace and nswering o lig name.  This
i an ingtance of punciuslity, dilligence,
and labor, continped to the yery end of nn
nrduous session, wholly without example
ar parniiol,

he Bennte, then, sir, must stand, inthe
jndgment of every man, fully sequitted of
sll remigsness, nll negligenpe, all innten-

Sir, I liuve not the plensure 1o know
this usefisl pergon; but, should 1 see him,
sote morning overlooking the workmon
inthe lawng, walks, copses, and purterres
which adarn the ].nlll.llu‘hs around the Presi-
tlont’s residence, eonsidering the company
into which  we have introduced him, 1
shoull expeet to see;nt leas, asmall diplo-
wntic button on his working jucket,

When these  amendments cane from
the House, and were rend at our tble,
though they caused o smile, they were yet
ndopted, and the Inw passed, almost with
the ropidity of n comet, and with something
like the same langth of’ wil,

n vote of #75,000 for I'l.'|lt|-il'ill;{ the works in
soston hnrbors Here, sirg it s
“and be il further enacted, 'That the sum
fo three milhons of dollars be, aod the snme
18 herehy appropristed, ont of any money
in the Veeasury not otherwise approprinted,
| 1o he expended, in whale ar in part, upder
thie divection of the President of the United
Stites, fov thie military and uoval service,
ineluding fortiications und ordunnee, and
inerease of the navy: Provided, Sueh axpen-
ditures shall be rendered neeessary for the
defunce of the country prior to the next mee-
ting " Congress.'
This proposition, sir, was thus unexpeet-

full share. nation, was corricd to the Presulent’s room

The Senate, sir, rejectod this grant by a | |,y the Sceretary of the Senmte. The Prosi-
vote of heenty nine aguinst nineteen. Those | fopg 1okl the Seeretary that it was more
twonty-nine names ave on the Journal 5 | hay an Lhour pust 12 o'clock, anid that he

and whensoever the ExroNaiNG provess | oonld receive no further communications

mny eotnmence, nud how e soever it may [ from the Senate, and imnediviely after, a8 |

he earried, I proy ity in merey, not to erose | | have understood, left the Capitol,  The
miine from  that record,  Theseech it in s | Suepetary brought back the paper con-
spuving goodness, to leave me that proof of | ining the centified copy of the vote of the
attashient 1o duty and o principle. It Henate, and endorsed thereon the substance
may deaw ovoundd it, over ity ond throngh | of the President’s answer, and also added
that according to his own watch, it was &
quarter past une o'elock.

There nre two views, sir, in whiclh this
occurrence oy well deserve to be noticed,
Oneis o connexion which it may perhaps
have with the losa of the fortification !1‘:,1
the other is, its general impontanee, os in-
troducing n new rule, or a new practice,
respecting the interconrse between the Pre-

{sident and the House of' Congress on the
Init dny of the session.

may mark it in any way which either the
most prosteate and fanutical spirit of man-
worship, ov the most ingenious and - elabo-
rute study of seli=degradation may devise,
i only it will leave it so that those whe in-
| herit ;II_\r' Blood, or who may heresfter care
for my reputation shall be able to behold jt
whera it now staneds,

The House, sir, insisted on this amend-
ment. ‘The Seoate adhered to its disngree-
ment ; the House nsked a conference to

feh the Senate immedintely neceded.— | (hat the fact of the President's hnving de-

¢ commitice of conference metyund ina | glined 1o receive this communieation from
very shiort time onme to anagreement— | o Sepate, and of his having left the Capi- |
They agreed to veceommend 1o thelr re- | 6] was immedintely known in the House |
gpeetive Houges, ns mh:-mulr“ for the | off Representatives s that it was guite obvi-
¥ote proposed by the House, the following: | aus thnt it ho could not receive a commu-

#As an additionul appropriation for arm- | pieation from the Benute, neither could he
ing the fonifications of the United Staies, | yoesive o bill from the House of Ropresen-
threo hundred thousand dollar” | wtive for Lis signature.

It was equally

repiins and coquipment of ships of war of | the House of Representatives should ngree
the United States, five hundreed thousand | o the Report of the Committee of confir- |
I|lnF]ur:\‘_" _ ) ence, so that the bill ghould  puss, it must,
| Vimmediately reported this agreement of | il 1o become a law, for want of the Pre-
the commiltees ol eonference to the Sen- | sident’s signuture 3 onod thit, in o thot ense,
nto 3 but, inpsmuch as the bill was in the | e Dlame of losing the Lill, on whomsooey-
House of Representatives, the Bennto eould | g olan it wight full, could not be luid on the
not net further on  the inattor wnitil the
Houvse shionlil first have considered the re-
port of the eommittee, decuded thercon,
nnil gonit us the bill,

Sunnie,
On the more general point, I must say,
sir, that this deeision of the President, not

of the rapsaction, The honorable member | Mayel, is quite new, No such ubjeetion ing
from Virginin (Mr Leigh) says he copsulted | eyvor heen mnde before by any  President.
ig watel ot the time, aod he knows that 1] No one of them hins ever deelined conni-
hind vome from the conferenee and wus in | pieating with either House 6t any  thne
my Bt ol n quarter past cleven, I have o | during the continvunce of' i session on
renson o think that he is under l‘“il mistnke | that doy,  All Presidents, herntofore, have
oft this partioular.  He says it 80 happened {loft it with the Houses themselves to fix
that he had occasion to take notice of the | (heir hour of adjonrnment, and to bring
hour, nud well remombers it It eould not | their ses=ion, for the dny, to a close, when-
well have been later than this, as any one | ever they saw fit.

will be antisfied who will loek at our joir-| ———

tlon, amidet 1im Fuiguu’ml exhoumation of | Now, sir, not one of’ theso irrrgtlluritiﬂlly and suddenly put to us, at eight o'clock " mals, public and exccutive, and gee what a]  *Mr King, of Atabamn, was in the chair

On the fivst poine T sholl only observe |

“As an wlditionnl npproprintion for the | ghyvious, that 1, under these cireumsinnges, | %0 entinely correct.

| wan lost in the Sennte,

tant nnd much litigated mensure, actvally re-
ceived the signature of our presiding off s
after 12 o'clock, wax then sent 1o the Pros-
dent, and eigned by him. 1 do notaffirm this,
becanse [ tonk no notice of the tine, or donot
remember it iC 1 did ; but 1 have beard the mat-
| ter =o atated,
I geo no reason, sir, for tha introduction ef
this new practice; no principle on which it
{enn he justified, no necessity for it, no propri-
[ety inat.  As yet, it has been applied only to
| the President’s intercouren with the Senate.
y Certainly it 1w equally applicable to his iuter-
onurse with both Honses in legislative matters:
and il'it is 1o prevail hereafler, it 18 of much
Limportance that it should be known.
| The President of the United Staten, sir, han

« | alinded to this loss of the Fartification bill in

| his messngoe al the opening of the session, and
[ he hns alluded also, in the rame message, to
the rejection of the vote of the three milliona.
Un the firet point, that is, the loss of the whole
I bill, and the causes of thal loss, this is his lan.
ennge:
| “Much loss and inconvenionce have been
| fexperienced in consequence of the failure of
‘the hill containing the ordinary appropriations
‘fo- fortifications, which passed one branch of
‘the Nationnl Liegislature at the last session,
‘Lt wae lost in the other.”

1T the President intended 1o aay that the bill,
having arlginated in the Flovse of Repre!en-
tutives, passed the Senate, and was yet ofter-
wirde lost in the Hlouso of Representatives, he
But he has been alto-
eether wrongly informed, it he intended to
state, that the bill, having passed the House,
As 1 bave already
stated, the bill was lost in the House of Rep-
ssentatives. Lt drow its lnst breath there, That
House never let go its bold on it afier the res
part of the commitices of conferencs.  But it
held it it retnined it, and of course, it died in
its possession when the Houvse adjourned, Ts
i# to ho regrotted that the President should
have been misinformed in a matterof'this kind,

1 didd not iy self ke | to holil commnuication with the Houses of [ when the slightest reference to the journale of
any note of the particular hour of this paot | Congress afler twelve o'clock, on the 3 of

the two Eloures wonld have exhibited the cor-
teot history of the transaction.

I recur ngain, Mr President, to the propo-
sod grant of the three millions, for the purpose
of stuting somewhut moro distinetly the true
grounds of ohjeetion to that grant.

Ihese grounds of objectinn were two : the
first was, that no sueh oppropriation had bien
rocommunded by the President, or any of tha
Departments.  And what made this grovnd
the stranger was, that the proposed grant was,
defondnd, so far as it was defended at all, npe
on an allaged nceesnity, growing out of our

Boa fourth page.




